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CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A melliod for continuously producing an alkyl nryl other 
comprising: 

reacting a dialkyl carbonate and an aromatic alcohol in the presence of a Irwscslcrificalion 
calalysl in a first reactive distillation column; 

recovering from said first reactive distillation column a stream comprising said dialkyl 
carbonate, said alkyl alcohol and said alkyl avyl other; 

separating said alkyl aryl ether in said stream from said dialkyl carbonate ;ind alkyl alcohol 
in a rectification column; and 

recovering from said rectification column a product stream comprising substantially pure 
said alkyl aryl ethcr^ 

vvjlgrcin said productstrea m compri ses at least jiboul<)5^^^ 

2. (original) The method according to claim J wherein said stream is drawn from the 
top of said first reactive distillation column. 

3 . (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein said stream is drawn from the 
side of said first reactive distillation column. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein said first reactive distillation 
column is maintained at a temperature of about 1 00 to about 300 

5. (original) The method according to claim 4 wherein said first reactive distillation 
column is maintained at a temperature of about 140 to about 220 °C 

G. (original) The method according to claim i wherein said first reactive distillation 
column is maintained at a pressure of about 5,000 Pascal to about 2,000,000 Pascal. 
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7. (original) The method according to claim 6 wherein said first reactive distillation 
column is maintained at a pressure of about 300,000 to about 700,000 Pascal. 

3. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein said rectification column is 
maintained at a temperature of about 50 to about 150 °C. 

9. (original) The method accordiug to claim 1 wherein said rectification column is 
maintained at a pressure of about 50,000 Pascal to about 200,000 Pascal. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (original) The method according to clai m 1 wherein said product stream comprises 
at leasl about 99% of said alkyl aryl ether by weight. 
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12. (original) A method for continuously producing a diaryl carbonate and an ulkyl 
aryl ether comprising: 

reacting a djalkyl carbonate and an aromatic alcohol in the presence of a 
transcstcrification catalyst in a first reactive distillation column; 

recovering from said first reactive distillation column a first top stream comprising said 
dialkyl carbonate, said alkyl alcohol and said alkyl aryl ether; 

splitting said first top stream into a first split stream and a second split stream; 

recovering from said first reactive distillation column a first bottom slream comprising 
said alkyl aryl carbonate, dialkyl carbonate, aromatic alcohol, alkyl aiyl oilier and 
transeslerification catalyst; 

introducing said first bottom stream into a second reactive distillalion column; 

recovering from said second reactive distillalion column a second bottom slream 
comprising said diaryl carbonate, alkyl aryl carbonate, dialkyl carbonate, aromatic alcohol and 
transcstcrification catalyst; 

introducing said second split slream into a second rectification column, separating said 
dialkyl carbonate and said alkyl alcohol from said alkyl aryl ether, and recycling said dialkyl 
carbonate and said alkyl alcohol to a first rectification column; 

introducing said first split stream into said first rectification column; 

recovering from said first recti ficalion column a second top stream comprising said dialkyl 
carbonate and alkyl alcohol, and a third bottom slream comprising said dialkyl carbonate, and 
recycling part of said third bottom slream to said first reactive distillalion column; 

recovering a first product slream from bottom of said second recti ficalion column 
comprising substantially pure said alkyl aryl clhcr; 
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introducing said second bottom stream into a (bird reactive disl illation column; 

recovering a second product stream comprising diary] carbonate produced from (he 
bottom of said third reactive distillation column and a third top stream comprising aromatic 
alcohol, dialkyl carbonate and aJkyl aryl ether; and 

recycling said third top stream to said first reactive distillation column. 



"d 



9110988098 'ON XVd 



5 



dH NMfiaiOO H01NV0 Wd 90:b0 flHl S002-8l-OfW 



20-t0:(s&uiuj) NOIlVSna * »l0983098:aiS9 » 00C8CiS:SINa . 92/9-JUXJ3-01dSn^IAS * [auill mGllAea majseg] iam ZC:SS:C S00Z/8I./8 IV « 9I./8 39Vd 

120331-1 



13. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein said second reactive 
distillation column is maintained at a temperature of about 50 to about 300 °C. 

14. (original) The method according to claim 13 wherein said second reactive 
distillation column is maintained at a temperature of about 100 to about 250 °C. 

15. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein said sceond reactive 
dislillation column is maintained at a pressure of about 5,000 Pascal to about 1,000,000 Pascal. 

16. (original) The method according to claim 15 wherein said second reactive 
distillation column is maintained at a pressure of about 100,000 to about 300,000 Pascal. 

1 7. (original) The method according to claim 1 2 wherein said diird reactive distillation 
column is maintained at a temperature of about 100 to about 300 °C. 

18. (original) The method according to claim 17 wherein said third reactive dislillation 
column is maintained at a temperature of about 140 to about 200 °C 

19. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein said Ihird rcactivodislillaUon 
column is maintained at a pressure of about 1,000 Pascal to about 300,000 Pascal, 

20. (original) The method according to claim 19 whereinsaid third reactive dislillation 
column is maintained at a pressure of about 10,000 to about 40,000 Pascal. 

21. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein said second reactive 
distillation column is maintained at a pressure lower than the pressure in said first reactive 
distillation column. 

22. (original) The method according to claim 12 wherein the first lop stream is 
introduced to a partial condenser. 
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23. (original) A method for continuously producing ah alkyl aryl clher comprising: 

reacting a dialkyl carbonate and an aromatic alcohol ill the presence of a transostcrifieation 
catalyst in a first reactive distillation column; 

recovering from said first reactive distillation column a side stream comprising said 
dialkyl carbonate, said alkyl alcohol and said alkyl aryl ether; 

separating said alkyl aryl ether in said side stream from said dialkyl carbonate and alkyl 
alcohol in a rectification column; and 

recovering from bottom of said rectification column a product stream comprising 
substantially pure said alkyl aryl ether. 

24, (original) An apparatus for continuous production of a substantially pure alkyl aryl 
ether comprising first and second reactive distillation columns, and first and second rectification 
columns anil a plurality of streams for transporting rcactant and product streams, wherein; 

said first reactive distillation column is connected to input streams, and to first, second 
and third transfer streams, said first transfer stream running from the top of said first reactive 
distillation column to said first rectification column; said second transfer slrcam running from the 
side of said first reactive distillation column to said second rectification column and said third 
transfer stream running from the bottom of said first reactive distillation column to said second 
reactive distillation column; and 

said second rectification column is connected to a product stream running from the bottom 
for recovering alkyl aryl ether and a recycle stream running from the top to said first rcctiliualion 
column. 
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25. (original) An apparatus for continuous production of diaryl carbonate and alkyl 
aryl ether comprising first, second and third reactive distillation columns, first and second 
rectification column, a splitter and a plurality of streams for transporting reaclaiil and product 
streams, wherein: 

said first reactive distillation column i$ connected to input streams for the introduction or 
rcactants, and to first and second transfer streams, said first transfer stream running from the Lop 
of said first reactive distillation column to said splitter; said second transfer stream running from 
the bottom of said first rcacLive distillation column to said second reactive distillation column; 

said splitter is connected to first and second split streams, said first split stream running 
from said splitter to said first rectification column and said second split stream miming Irom said 
splitter to said second rectification column; 

second reactive distillation column is connected to third and fourth transfer streams, said 
third transfer stream running from the lop of said second reactive distillation column to the 
bottom of said first recti fication column, and said fourth transfer stream running from the bottom 
of said second reactive distillation column to said third reactive distillation column; 

said third reactive distillation column is connected to a second product stream for 
providing diaryl carbonate product from the bottom of said third reactive distillation column and a 
first recycle stream running from the lop of said third reactive distillation column to said first 
reactive distillation column; 

said first rectification column is connected to a third product stream for providing dialkyl 
cnrbonatc/alkyl alcohol mixture from the top of said first rectification column, and a. second 
recycle stream running from the bottom of said first rectification column to the bottom of said 
first reactive distillation column; and 

said second rectification column is connected to a first product stream for recovering said 
alkyl aryl ether from the bottom of said second rectification column and a third recycle stream 
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running from the top of said second rectification column to tlio middle of said first recti (leal ion 
column. 
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running 
column. 



from the top of said second recti (Icalion column to the middle of said first rectification 
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